
Sterling Lawyers Client Agreement

Three Stage Post-Judgment Modification or Enforcement of Custody and Placement
.
I, (Insert Name) ('Client"), request and engage Sterling Law Offices, S.C. ('the Firm") to act as my legal
counsel in accordance with the following terms and conditions:
.

Representation. The Firm’s representation pertains to Client’s post-judgment modification or enforcement
action as it relates to child custody, placement, and/or support at the circuit court level. This representation shall
be limited to the issue of child custody, placement, and/or support.

.
Client understands that the Firm will not represent Client in any other matter unless a separate Client
Agreement is signed and funded. This quoted fee is valid until (30 Days from Quote).
.
In consideration of the legal services to be furnished by the Firm, Client will pay the Firm pursuant to the fee
below. All fees, once paid, will be deposited in the Firm's business operations account, not a client trust
account.
.
Stage One. In exchange for a one-time payment of $X,XXX from Client ('Stage One Fee"), the Firm agrees to
provide Client with legal representation for up to 120 days, commencing the day Client executes and funds this
Client Agreement. The Firm does not represent Client until the Stage One Fee has been paid in full or until the
first payment has been made pursuant to the terms of the payment plan. Stage One concludes upon the case
being withdrawn, Court entering a final Order or Judgment in Client's matter or the expiration of 120 days,
whichever occurs first.
.
Stage Two. In exchange for a one-time payment of $X,XXX from Client ('Stage Two Fee"), the Firm agrees to
provide Client with legal representation for up to an additional 150 days, commencing the day Stage One
concludes. Client will receive an invoice from the Firm and the Stage Two Fee shall be paid in full within
fourteen (14) days of the conclusion of Stage One. The combination of Stage One and Stage Two is 270 days
from the date Client funds this Client Agreement. If Client's case has not been concluded with a final Court
Order or Judgement within 270 days from the date Client funds this Client Agreement, Client shall pay
$X,XXX in semi-monthly (twice per month) installments until Client's matter is scheduled for trial or Client's
matter is concluded with a final Court Order or Judgement, whichever occurs first. Upon Client's matter being
scheduled for trial or Client's matter is concluded with a final Court Order or Judgement, Stage Two
representation shall conclude.
.
Stage Three. In exchange for a one-time payment of $X,XXX from Client ('Stage Three Fee"), the Firm agrees
to provide Client with legal representation from the day the Court schedules a trial date or the parties sign an
agreement to utilize binding arbitration in Client's matter up to the date of trial or binding arbitration
('Trial/Arbitration Date"). The Stage Three Fee is due in full within fourteen (14) days of the court scheduling a
Trial/Arbitration Date.
.
Daily Trial/Arbitration Fee. In addition to the above Stage Fees, if the matter proceeds to a contested final
trial or binding arbitration, Client agrees to pay $X,XXX per day, or any portion thereof, of trial/arbitration
('Daily Trial/Arbitration Fee"). The Firm will send Client an invoice for the Daily Trial/Arbitration Fee
twenty-one (21) days prior to the trial or arbitration date, and Client shall pay the Daily Trial/Arbitration Fee in
full within fourteen (14) days of receiving said invoice. The Daily Trial/Arbitration Fee will be refunded to
Client if a comprehensive final agreement is signed by both parties and filed with the Court prior to the time the
trial/arbitration was scheduled to begin.
.



Additional Elective Fees. At times, a case involves work above and beyond what is common in an action. In
the event such work is required in Client's matter, Client shall pay the following fees within fourteen (14) days
of receiving an invoice for such work:

Contempt/Enforcement Action (not contemplated at the time of consultation), Motion to Compel,
Emergency Motion or Ex Parte Order: $3,000 per day
De Novo Review of Order: $2,000 per day of hearing, or any portion of a day
Either party becomes pregnant during the case: $3,000
Court-required brief: $2,500
Attorney-represented mediation or formal settlement conference: $2,800 per
session Deposition (per deponent, whether taking or defending): $2,500

.
Fee Payments. In the event Client fails to pay any Stage fee, Elective Fee(s), Third Party Expenses, and/or the
Daily Trial/Arbitration Fee(s) in full by the deadlines above, the Firm may immediately withdraw from
representation, assign a late payment fee, and/or assign standard a flat financing fee to the amount past due.
Client understands and expressly agrees that any fees and/or expenses owed by Client pursuant to this
Agreement that are unpaid by Client at the time of the final hearing or by the conclusion of the Firm's
representation of Client, whichever occurs sooner, shall be considered as a debt owed by Client to the Firm and
shall be incorporated into the final Order/Judgment in Client's matter as a legal and binding financial obligation
to be paid by the Client. Client will have no obligation to pay the fee for the next Stage if a comprehensive final
agreement is signed by both parties and filed with the Court prior to the initiation of the next Stage. Each Stage
fee payment pursuant to this Agreement is a prepaid fixed fee for providing services. The fees are not subject to
refund unless required by the Rules of Professional Conduct.
.
Third Party Expenses. Client authorizes the Firm to charge Client for expenses incurred in connection with
third-party services rendered in the matter, including, but not limited to, home study fees, Guardian Ad Litem
fees, expert fees, investigators, appraisal fees, deposition costs, court reporter fees, real estate
recording/searching fees, and any third party fees associated with discovery (such as copying fees and
document fees from financial institutions, medical records, etc.) ('Third Party Expenses"). Client agrees to pay
Third Party Expenses directly to the third party vendor within fourteen (14) days of the Firm providing notice
to Client of any such expense.
.
Late Fee & Financing Charges. In the event Client fails to pay any Stage fee, Elective Fee(s), and/or Daily
Trial/Arbitration Fee(s) in full by the deadlines above the Firm will assign a $100 late payment fee to the
account and a flat financing charge of 10% to the amount past due.
.
Post Judgment Work. Any work, legal advice, and/or representation requested of the Firm after a final Order
or Judgment has been entered will require that a new Client Agreement be signed by Client and the Firm and
funded by Client.
.
Personnel and Resources. Client acknowledges that Client is employing the Firm instead of any particular
individual, and that the Firm will assemble the team of professionals best suited to serve the Client's specific
needs during the representation. The Client further acknowledges that the attorney with primary responsibility
for Client's matter may not be the one with whom Client met during the initial consultation. In addition to
attorney involvement on Client's file, Client is hereby informed and understands that paralegals, legal assistants
or artificial intelligence (AI) technology may be used for research, document drafting and communication
submission. Client acknowledges and agrees to these terms.
.
No Assurances. Client understands that the outcome of the matter is subject to unforeseeable factors that
cannot be anticipated. Client acknowledges that the Firm has made no promises or guarantees concerning the



specific outcome of the matter. The Firm cannot make such promises or guarantees.
.
Dispute on Fees. The Firm encourages Client to immediately ask any questions Client has about any charge or
service. The Firm will provide prompt, accurate answers. The Firm expects Client to inform the Firm of any
complaints about any invoice immediately after it is sent to Client. The Firm is required to submit any dispute
over fees to binding arbitration after thirty (30) days of receiving such request. Client agrees to give such notice
to the Firm within thirty (30) days of receiving any invoice. The Firm will submit the dispute to binding fee
arbitration at State Bar of Wisconsin Fee Arbitration Program, PO 7158 Madison, WI 53707-7158. The Firm
will refund any unearned fees based on a percentage of work completed during the Stage as determined by the
Firm after expenses related to the file up to and including credit card processing fee and provide an accounting
upon request; however, as a fixed fee firm the Firm does not track time spent on any work performed on a
matter, as such the Firm does not have and will not provide a breakdown of the amount of time spent on Client's
matter. Client further understands that Client has the ability to file a claim with the Wisconsin Lawyers' Fund
for reimbursement if the Firm fails to return unearned fees.
.
Refunds. Should Client ask the Firm to withdraw for any reason, the Firm will subtract all expenses related to
the file up to and including credit card processing fees and then refund to Client any unearned fee based on a
percentage of work that the Firm has done for that Stage. Refunds will not be determined based on the amount
of time or number of days the Firm provided legal representation to Client. Client specifically acknowledges
and agrees that completing Client's matter expeditiously adds significant value to Client; therefore, Client
agrees that if Client's matter is resolved earlier than the maximum number of days permitted in any given Stage,
there will be no credit or refund owed to Client from the Firm for the 'remaining" days of potential
representation. Client acknowledges and agrees to the policy of the Firm regarding tracking time; the Firm does
not track time on any work performed on a matter, as such the Firm does not have and will not provide a
breakdown of the amount of time spent on Client's matter.
.
Termination of Services. Client may terminate the Firm's representation at any time. Any termination of the
Firm's representation does not relieve Client of the obligation to pay any amounts owed to the Firm for work
performed and expenses incurred through the date of termination. The Firm may terminate representation of
Client, retain the earned portion of Client's previous payments and withdraw as counsel, if:

The subject of the representation is concluded by a written Court Order;
The Firm discovers any conflict of interest;
Client fails to pay according to the terms of this Agreement;
The Firm discovers that Client has made a misrepresentation in connection with the matter, either directly
or by omission, especially where the Firm relied on client's initial representations for the fixed fees;
Client acts in such a manner as to abuse the attorney/client relationship;
Client fails to, or refuses to, timely and consistently communicate with the Firm;
Client does not cooperate with the Firm in the representation of Client;
Client is criminally charged during the pendency of the matter; or
The Firm and Client disagree as to what specific legal matters the Firm is to be handling for Client.

.
Conclusion of Representation. The Firm's representation of Client shall conclude upon the completion of the
specified work outlined above in this Agreement, the expiration of the specified number of days in a Stage, or
the entry of a final Order or Judgment, whichever occurs first. The Firm is not retained and is not responsible
for ensuring compliance, implementing or overseeing the implementation of any terms contained in Client's
Settlement Agreement, Stipulation, Order and/or Judgment, specifically including but not limited to subsequent
court events, drafting, reviewing, filing, certifying, recording or implementing Qualified Domestic Relations
Orders, Retirement Transfer Request Forms, Quit Claim Deeds, Real Estate Transfer Returns, insurance
coverage, loan refinancing, title transfers, beneficiary changes, account transfers or closures, or any other
conditions or provisions required of either party pursuant to the Settlement Agreement, Stipulation, Order or



Judgment.
.
Venue and Choice of Law. The Firm is organized as a limited liability service corporation under the laws of
Wisconsin. The firm is responsible for professional liabilities incurred by its attorneys. The firm maintains
professional liability insurance as required by the Rules of Professional Conduct of the Wisconsin Supreme
Court. Client further agrees that any legal proceeding filed to enforce this Agreement or arising out of the
subject of this Agreement shall be maintained only in Waukesha County, Wisconsin. .

Binding Agreement. Client understands and agrees that this Agreement is a legally binding contract. Client
specifically states that Client has reviewed the Agreement in its entirety. Client has had an opportunity to
review this Agreement with independent counsel and/or advisor. Client understands and agrees that this
Agreement is the full and complete agreement concerning the Firm's representation of Client, and it may be
modified only by a written document signed by both Client and the Firm.
.
Electronic Handling. Client understands and agrees that all correspondence and billing will be sent
electronically and that all paperwork will be handled and stored electronically.
.
Storage of Files. It is the Firm's policy that files be stored electronically for seven (7) years after conclusion of
a particular matter. After seven (7) years, the electronic file is ordinarily destroyed. We do not retain physical
copies following the conclusion of a matter. If Client should desire an electronic copy of the file, or any part of
it, after the conclusion of this matter, it will be Client's responsibility to make a specific written request for
those documents within that seven (7) year period. If no such request is made, the file may be destroyed after
seven (7) years in accordance with Firm's policy.

Payment Options
.
I, (Insert Name) ('Client"), have requested Sterling Law Offices, S.C. ('the Firm") to act as my legal counsel in
accordance with the terms and conditions of the Agreement.
.
Payment Option Selection: ________________
.
Payment Method: __________________
.
Option 1: Full Payment
Client Agrees to pay the Stage fees in full. Client shall pay the Stage One fee of $X,XXX.

Option 2: Payment Plan:
Client agrees to pay an initial payment of $X,XXX before the Firm will represent Client.

The remaining balance of $X,XXX, plus an additional 10.00% charge of $X,XXX, totaling $X,XXX will be paid
in twice-per-month installments on the 1st and 15th of each month for a period of 10 months. Each of these
payments will be for $X,XXX.

This payment plan represents a combination of Stage One fees and Stage Two fees, with a 20% down payment,
plus a 10.00% installment fee, divided over 10 months. This payment plan does not include any payment
toward Stage Two fees owed if Client's matter is not concluded within 120 days from funding this Agreement,
in which case Client shall owe the additional semi-monthly fees as described in the Stage Two section above.



This payment plan does not include any Stage 2 Reinitiation Fees, Stage Three (Trial) fees, Additional Elective
Fees, or Daily Trial/Arbitration Fees, which will be separately invoiced to Client and due within fourteen (14)
days from the invoice date.

.
Client authorizes the Firm to auto-deduct the installments from the debit/credit card provided. It is Client's
responsibility to update the Firm in the event of any debit/credit card information change. In the event of future
Stage(s) triggering, a new payment addendum may be required to continue services.
.
Refund. In the event Client pays anything toward a Stage that is not entered, the amounts paid toward that
stage shall be refunded to Client.
.
Should the Firm withdraw for any reason, Client shall be entitled to a refund of any unearned fees based
upon the percentage of work that the Firm has done for that Stage, less all expenses related to the file
including but not limited to the following: credit card processing fees, court filing fees, process service fees,
any third-party vendors advanced on behalf of the client, and/or mileage reimbursements
.

Failure to Make a Payment. If Client fails to make the payments as described herein, the Firm will
immediately move to withdraw from Client's case. In addition, any past due amount owed will be subject to
immediate collections activity and fees associated with the collections agency will be passed on to Client. In
accordance to this addendum Client agrees to authorize the Firm to withdraw when requested by the Firm and
indicate to the Court that Client will release the Firm from any further obligations in accordance to the
Agreement.

.
THIS IS A BINDING CONTRACT THAT I HAVE READ AND FULLY UNDERSTAND.

.

.
Name:
.
Date:
.
.
Third Party Payers. Client agrees for Third Party Payer to pay the aforementioned payment(s), said Third
Party Payer agrees to the terms of payment set forth herein, and the Firm agrees to accept the payments(s).
Third Party Payer is not a client of the Firm and may not direct or influence the Firm's representation of Client.
Third Party Payer is not entitled to any information unless expressly permitted by Client. Third Party shall have
no right to demand any refund of payments Third Party Payer made on behalf of Client pursuant to the terms of
this Agreement. In the event there is a refund of fees required to be made by the Firm pursuant to the terms of
this Agreement, the Firm shall submit any such refund to Third Party Payer in direct proportion to the amount
of the overall fee paid by Third Party Payer.
.
.
By:
.
Name:
.
Date:


